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IPMS/GSMC meets for our general membership meeting on the third Monday night (4th Monday in January, 
February, and October) of each month from 7 PM to 9 PM at the Nashua Public Library, 2 Court Street, 

Nashua, NH.  Visitors are welcome; “Show and Tell,” and kit raffles are held at each meeting. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
 

From My Bench 

Hello Fellow Members!! 

It does my heart good to see some new members AND see them participate in our newsletter.  We always 
need new members, and hopefully, we'll get some new questions posed to the group to try to answer.  I've said it 
before that we have some very talented members, and everyone will try to help others when asked.  That's one 
good thing about the Zoom get-togethers at night.  Don't be bashful, sign on once and see if it's your thing.  I think 
you'll return!! 

For the new folks who missed the meeting, we are doing our annual club picnic in August again.  This will be 
held at Bob Ferri's house in Weare.  It's a great time to meet the other side of the modeler's life, and by this, I 
mean wives, girlfriends, or significant others.  Food, drink, and just a nice time have been had by one and all. 

We are on track to use the standardized model entry and master forms for our show.  This will be explained 
on how to use it soon on the website.  Bob Ferri is working with Pip Moss on the instructions.  I have been 
working with a great group to try to implement these forms so all interested clubs can have a standardized form 
setup.  It should eliminate issues at the registration table for those who want to use this method of registration. 

So, I hope everyone is enjoying the summer so far.  Be safe wherever you may be.  But don't lose track of 
how to build models, we need you to finish some!!  You're done reading this, so you don't have an excuse not to 
be building.  

Model Tip - I work with a 1/4" glass cover on my immediate work area.  It has some small cork lift bump 
stops that are from a cabinet door to raise it off the desk top and prevent movement. 

My reasons are multiple.  If I spill anything, the cleanup is easier.  I can put some diagrams or plans under the 
glass and read them right in front of me.  If I'm trying to scratch-build something, the plan is right there.  For 
some cutting, I find it works better and doesn't damage the other surfaces. 

The Pres 

 

‘The Instruction Sheet ’ 
IPMS / Granite State Modelers Club 
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Website: GraniteStateModelersClub.ORG 

Email: GraniteStateModelers@Gmail.com 

 Visit us on Facebook: Granite State Modelers Club / 

IPMS 

Club Meeting Reminders: July 20, 2026, August 17, 2026, September 21, 2026 

Weekly Zoom Build Sessions: Sunday, Monday, and Wednesdays 6-9 pm;  

Saturday 1-4 pm;   Zoom Meeting Link – GSMC Zoom Meeting 

http://granitestatemodelersclub.org/
mailto:GraniteStateModelers@Gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/91436116803?pwd=NTlPU2dLUVdLYnR4SzhGL3hQaHBvQT09#success
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Raoul Antonio (Tony) D’Anjou by Rod Currier 
On June 17, 2026, we lost Tony D’Anjou, one of the founding members of our club.  Tony and 

Frank Moore were 2 of the remaining founding members who formed our club back in 1991. 

Tony was very active in the club well into his eighties, attending meetings with his longtime friend, 
Chuck Converse.  When he moved into his daughter’s home in Winchendon, MA, it was too far for 
Chuck to pick him up for meetings.  From then on we only saw him at GraniteCon, where he “held 
court” near the entrance tables after he checked out all of the entries.  

Tony was an excellent modeler and he continued working on models until his passing, although his 
daughter said he had trouble concentrating near the end.  At the wake, his daughter mentioned that he 
had been enjoying the latest issue of “The Instruction Sheet” the evening before he passed.  I remember 
his excellent aircraft models, with a few cars mixed in, almost always a Mopar, with a “Hemi.” 

Tony was one of the owners of Manchester Engine Rebuilders, Inc until his retirement.  His 
company was very generous in supporting our club with trophy pack purchases over the years.  When 
members were needed to travel, and man displays at various events our club participated in, Tony was 
there!  He and his wife, Lucie, liked to go camping during summer vacations.  At one meeting, he told 
me they were going camping the next week at a campground in Thornton, NH, where I live.  Turns out 
that campground was just a couple of miles from my house, so one night I hopped on my bicycle and 
visited them.  Being a true modeler, I found him working on a model when I arrived! 

Rest in peace, Tony. We will miss you! 
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It’s That Time of Year! 
Dues must be received by July 1, 2026, or your membership will be dropped from the 

member register, and you will no longer receive our club newsletter.  Only one newsletter will 

be sent per household.  The membership form is on the last page of this newsletter. 

 

Pete’s Ponderings by Pete Davis 

The big excitement right now is that this is the 250th anniversary of the United 
States' establishment as an independent political entity on a sweltering July day in 
Philadelphia.  I can remember my first real awareness of this time period.  I was at a 
museum of history, as a young kid, and looking at a miniature scale representation of the 
bow of a ship docked in Boston Harbor.  It showed tiny figures in period clothing, re-
enacting the Boston Tea Party protest against British taxation.  This one model led me in 
a lot of directions in my life.  I ended up researching my family history, which has roots 

in the Boston area during the early colonial period, and beyond. I learned of the overall history of the 
creation of this country, directly from its roots in the political and religious upheavals of the 1600’s in 
Europe.  That is an ongoing task I probably will never finish.  It even, indirectly, led me into serving in 
the US Navy (a story for another time). 

That one model impacted me so thoroughly that I actually built a life around it.  Recently, I began 
wondering how historical modeling, or model creation in general, has coexisted with reality, even before 
our recorded history of this country.  Think about it…I found model building has existed in one form or 
another throughout the entire existence of our species.   

Prehistoric peoples and cultures represented their creative thoughts by fashioning idols and physical 
symbols of their belief structures.  As time progressed, more artistic members of these societies began to 
try to replicate familiar subjects, like deer, buffalo, horses, and elements of their daily life, using 
primitive tools, carving what they saw.  They began to pull away from the more religious subjects, 
trying to represent the essential elements of their cultures three-dimensionally.  Many of these still exist.  
Some are even masterpieces, clearly evidencing talent and skill. 

If you look at the Mediterranean cultures, you find examples of artistic models used as grave goods, 
or as decorations for homes (think about the miniature boat models buried with Egyptian rulers, for 
example).  The Greeks and Romans, and other regional civilizations, developed the skills of modeling in 
stone, adding the ability to work beyond simple wooden carvings.  This allowed mass production of 
miniatures for inclusion in homes as art and decoration.  This also led to the need to have a means of 
applying color to a model to enhance its realism, generating the science of paint chemistry. 

All through the ages, right up until the present, some of the finest models were structural.  
Architectural miniatures that helped architects to express their plans to less educated buyers.  The 
ultimate models were wooden representations, in scale, of ships, right down to the last nail and rope.  
This was done to ensure that various Admiralty organizations were fully aware of what they were 
getting and became symbols of the wealth and strength of maritime countries, displayed prominently.  
Their sole purpose then became to awe their foes and reassure their allies. 

Model building has spanned basically the whole length of human history and may be the oldest 
three-dimensional art form.  Nowadays, we can easily procure kits of literally any subject, allowing 
those of us with average skills and knowledge to generate a realistic representation.  We continue a 
hobby that extends far back in history, and which will last well beyond us.  Quite a legacy our ancestors 
provided to us, wouldn’t you say…? 
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My Modeling History by Bruce Tostevin 

I saw my first model when I was six or seven and spent a summer on a big Pennsylvania dairy farm.  One of 
the three boys, Dean, was building what I’m sure was an Aurora F-101 Voodoo, a jet airplane with a very cool 
name.  His space was pretty basic, a small corner table with a newspaper laid out, some paints, and glue.  He let 
me help him, and I was hooked. 

All through my childhood and early teens, I built almost all of the famous Monogram 1/48 aircraft kits: 
Helldiver, Avenger, Hellcat, P-47, P-51, Spitfire, ME-109 & 110, and the rest.  The Panther and T34 tanks, Huey 
helicopter, and the Monkeemobile were fun kits, but eventually I gravitated toward ships (and later served on a 
real one in the Navy).  I built the Arizona, Forrestal, Saratoga, Iowa, Nautilus, Forrest Sherman, U-505, John Paul 
Jones, and many others.  Christmas, my birthday, and Joe Flagello’s drug store in Tuxedo Park, NY, were endless 
pipelines of new kits!  By this time, I had my grandfather’s old fishing tackle box, and I was in business with a 
full-up modeling kit and paints!  When rattle cans became available, I was thrilled.  I spray-painted everything!  

A few memorable kits were the Skilcraft Visible Man, the infamous Aurora Madame Tussaud’s Guillotine, 
and the Lindberg motorized Stuka, where I successfully built the motor that spun the propeller. I have since 
repurchased that kit from Oldmodelkits.com and am anxious to rebuild it. 

My budding interest in shortwave radio and electronics in my mid-teens led me to abandon model kits for 
Heathkits (radio assembly kits), and I didn’t really semi-seriously pick it up again until about 10-15 years ago.  
Now I’m retired and have some free time to start picking away at my small stash, but alas … my vintage 1740 
home keeps me overly preoccupied! 

 

Rod’s Ramblings by Rod Currier 
We have started to sell trophy packs for GraniteCon 33.  Trophy packs are still $25 each.  We have 

around ten spoken for so far.  The “Special awards” are $35 each or 3 for $100.  The “Best in Show” is 
usually sponsored by NUCAR and goes for $100.  The quicker we sell these, the easier our planning 
becomes, because trophy sales and vendor table sales are how we finance our contest.  The trophy order 
is in and in production at Crown Trophies in Hooksett.  

I have my Monogram B-17G well underway.  My fuselage is together, and so are the wings.  I am 
working on masking, filling, and sanding now.  How is yours coming along?  My build from our 
Christmas Yankee Swap due in September is primed and ready for paint.  Don’t forget about yours. 
Only about two and a half months to go.  Those who finish get put into a drawing for a gift certificate, as 
do those B-17s at GraniteCon. 

Last week, we said goodbye to club founding member Tony D’Anjou.  He was ninety-four years 
young!  We will miss his yearly appearance at GraniteCon.  The great “Tony” picture that is in this 
newsletter was provided by member Russell Gosselin.  He is holding his “The Dragon and His Tail” B-
24 model.  The only surviving founder of our club is Frank Moore, and we will be picking his brain for 
more recollections of the club’s early years. 

Member Scotty Mallett got a promise of some donations for the GraniteCon raffle from Atlantis 
Models.  He buys a lot of kits from them and asked if they ever donated to IPMS groups, and they said 
that they would.  The person Scotty corresponded with sounded like he may have been the guy from the 
old Roll Model Company who lived in our area years ago and was a member before leaving the area.  
He would occasionally bring in items for our meeting raffle.  That’s how I got the conversion kit that I 
used to make my Tamiya P-47D Razorback into a P-47C version.   

Tomorrow I am supposed to meet up with a gentleman who is donating his dad’s model collection to 
us for the raffle.  Don’t forget to weed out your stash for items to donate.  The raffle is probably the best 
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way we make money at GraniteCon.  The more items, the better the ticket sales are.  The more tickets 
we sell, the more we take in, if you get the drift! 

Keep sniffing that glue! See you on July 20th 

The Secretary    

Ask The Modelers by Bob Ferri 

In this forum, we will reply to questions received from the membership so our fellow modelers can share their 
techniques and methods.  Please send in your replies to the new questions below (when received before 
publication), including a paragraph or two of your opinions, techniques, or methods regarding the questions posed 
by our fellow members.  I will print the questions and replies in the next issue of “The Instruction Sheet”.  This is 
an opportunity for all members to participate and share the knowledge that helps others grow in our chosen 
hobby. 

Question 1 – What is your go-to material for making groundwork? 

Pete Davis replied - I apply Sculptamold as my base material.  I then coat it with a thin layer of plaster of Paris to 
use as my texturing surface. 

John Rauscher replied - I use foam sheet insulation as a base to build upon a nice wooden initial base.  Using a 
foam wire cutter, I can sculpt relief and outcrops.  Then I use Liquitex Gesso available at Michaels or Hobby 
Lobby.  It’s the same material MiG, Vallejo, and AK market, but without the texture or color. 

I can mix in my own acrylic paint for color and driveway dirt (the really fine stuff at the Edge) and small stones, 
and use a palette to spread it on the foam.  I usually add white glue for adherence. 

Mac Johnston replied - I struggle with groundwork!!!!  I use Durabond mostly, and then use AK Terrains diorama 
products for a topping if I want a different top texture.  I did try the chopped paper-mache stuff, but it dried too 
slowly for me, and one model didn't stick to it with glue.  I'm not going to blame that on the product, though.  I try 
to use Tamiya earth to tint the ground mix in case it chips, and it won't show white or any of the base material in 
its original color. 

Rich Filteau replied - My favorite subjects are of the US Navy, so I don't have much need to do groundwork, but I 
have produced some diorama projects that were on bases.  One was a Douglas F3D Skynight that was shown on 
the ground during the Korean Conflict, and the other was a Goodyear FG-1D Corsair shown on the deck of the 
USS Shangri-La Aircraft Carrier during WWII.  In both cases, I purchased resin bases from "Just Plane Stuff".  
The Skynight was based on Just Plane Stuff's 1/48 PSP (Perforated Steel Planking) Resin Base, and the Corsair on 
their 1/48 WW2 US/RN Carrier Deck Base. 

Another representation of an aircraft on an aircraft carrier was my representation of one of the B-25s on the deck 
of the CV-8 USS Hornet during the "Doolittle Raid".  This base was entirely scratch-built using sheet styrene and 
photo-etched tie down sections. 

Question 2 – What is your preferred scale to model in? 

Lyn Cushman replied – Depending on the subject: armor 1/35th, prop planes 1/48th, jets 1/32nd, and ships 1/350th 

Rich Filteau replied – 1/48th Scale aircraft. 
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Bruce Tostevin replied – My preferred scale for aircraft is 1/48. Big enough to have nice details and small enough 
to fit on a shelf. My eyesight and fingers just aren't up (or down) to 1/72 scale! 

Pete Davis replied - My preferred scale is 1/35th for armor.  This is large enough to have a good level of detail, 
but is still small enough to allow me to display a lot of finished models in a compressed space.  My aircraft scale 
is 1/48th, for the same reason. 

John Rauscher replied - I model 1/35 military vehicles, 1/48 aircraft, and 28mm to 120mm figures. 

Mac Johnston replied - My favorite scale is 1/35th. I do some armor in 1/72 just for a change. Auto is 1/24-1/25 
scale. 

Question 3 – Rod Currier asks - I made up a bottle of “sprue goo” from pieces of sprue and liquid cement 

to fill gaps. It seems to take days to dry. Suggestions, or is that normal? 

John Rauscher replied - I would try using a hotter liquid glue!  It should dry more quickly. 

Harold Sandford replied – Rod, with respect to your sprue goo, the slow drying is due to trapped solvent. 

Several approaches might alleviate the problem: 

Use multiple, much thinner applications.  That way, a skin on the surface will trap less solvent. 

Try a different liquid glue that has a different mix of solvents. 

The sprue itself could contribute.  Different model companies use slightly different polystyrenes (varied 
molecular weight, varied fillers and additives).  It might be worth testing a sprue goo made up of sprues from only 
one model company and compare to a mix from another.  A higher molecular weight polymer will trap and retain 
more solvent. 

Acetone would probably dissolve the sprue.  A quart can be purchased at many hardware stores.  It would 
probably dry much quicker.  If you do use it, be cautious as it is very, very flammable.  And have adequate 
ventilation.  Read the label on the can. 

Jim Moone replied – I've had some recent experience with sprue goo. Yes, it did take a few days for it to fully 
harden.  The first time I tried it, I let it sit overnight, and it wasn't enough.  Next attempt, 24 hours, and it wasn't 
enough.  Third try, 72 hours, and that was sufficient. (Would 48 hours have been enough? I don't know.)  Also, 
the viscosity of the mixture may affect curing time.  I find that when you dip the brush and pull it out, if it makes 
"strings", it's too thick.  Add more cement.  

Mac Johnston replied - I think it's maybe the plastic slowing down the glue dry time.  I'm not a chemist but that's 
my guess.  I use CA glue and kicker to fill gaps.  I can sand it asap and then, if need be, put some Tamiya putty 
over it.  I never have shrinkage using the glue and kicker. 

Question 4 – Lyn asks - I have been using Testors enamel "steel" for years.  I love this stuff but now it is 

unavailable.  What are others using? 

John Rauscher replied - I’ve been using AK and Dspiae markers in various metallic shades.  Usually under coat 
with grey or black and then add a wash! 

Here are the questions for next month.   

1 - Bruce Tostevin asks - A question I'd like to ask the group is how do you mix paints in a jar, especially those 
that have been sitting for a while? They often need more than just a shake. I use the Badger paint stirrer, and it's 
OK, but I was curious how other members mix or stir up paints. 

2 – Sean O'Connell asks - I’m getting into model kits again.  What are some tips to prepare the model for 
assembly and painting? 

3 – If you win any awards, do you display them or tuck them away and just tell folks you won something? 

Don’t forget to send in your questions and answers to “Ask the Modeler”.  Even if you know the answer to your 
question, you may get other ideas you were not aware of.  Everybody does things differently.  We look forward to 
your questions and replies!  Please send them to Ferri@gsinet.net! 

mailto:Ferri@gsinet.net


The Instruction Sheet – Published Monthly by IPMS/Granite State Modelers Club – July 2026 

GSMC is a registered IPMS Chapter based in New Hampshire - GraniteStateModelersClub.ORG  7 

 

Kit review – Trumpeter German 17cm Kanone 18 by Bob Ferri 
I picked this Trumpeter kit up at the last GraniteCon; artillery always catches my eye.  This kit is 1/35 scale 

and is molded in gray plastic and includes some PE and brass tubes for the damping system.  The kit has 401 parts 
with a lot of detail, and is well-covered in rivets. 

I enjoyed the build as everything fit very well with good detailed instructions.  Lots of parts are involved in 
the 3 main components: the gun carriage, chassis, and limber.  The barrel was a 2-part styrene that went together 
with very little seam showing along its long length.  There was not much opportunity to add any detail except for 
some air lines on the limber and chassis for the braking system. 

The only problem encountered was with the 
chassis wheels, which tended to toe inward towards 
the front.  The suspension system consisted of an 
arm on each side extending towards the front, 
supporting the wheels.  There was no side-to-side 
axle assembly, just 2 separate support systems on 
each side.  To cure the problem, I had to add a 
horizontal wire spreader tied into the suspension on 
each side, spreading the arm assemblies outward to 
correct the wheel alignment.  The result solved the 
noticeable misalignment. 

I chose the German grey versus the sand scheme 
detailed in the instructions.  There were no decals 
involved.  The paint went on well and was finished 
with a pin wash, dry-brush, and pigments.  I’m positive it contained over 500 rivets on the chassis alone!  I gave it 
a light dusting on the tires, limber, and chassis, and mounted it on a simple wood base. 

It was a good build, and I am happy with the results. 
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Bulged Vinyl Tires by Bob Ferri 
The Hobby Boss M1070/M1000 HET 1/35 scale kit came with vinyl tires.  I also acquired a resin wheel set 

for it from Real Models.  The resin wheels appeared to be a casting of the vinyl tires.  They did have a noticeable 
bulge to them, but also contained a mold seam down the center of the tread pattern and included subtle alignment 
issues along the seam.  They were really not an improvement over the vinyl tires unless you were going to coat 
them with mud.  I was building this in the desert configuration, and I did not feel they would work for me.  

So, after months of cogitating over the situation, I had an idea to try.  I acquired the smallest set of wood type 
screws I could find, with the theory being that if I sunk it into the center of the tire and into the plastic rim, it 
would pull the tire inward and create a flat spot. 

I used the appropriate drill for the screw size selected and drilled into the center line of the tire.  I then drilled 
into the rim, carefully trying to maintain a centerline alignment.  The drill entered the rim center space, which the 
hub was trapped in, allowing it to rotate.  I lost the ability to rotate the tires with this process, but that was 

inconsequential. 

Next, I inserted a screw into the tire hole and located it in the hole in the rim.  I tightened the screw until the 
tire had a good flat spot and showed some side bulge.  The result looks very nice, and I am happy with it.  My 
experiment paid off. 
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Pete Davis bought the Academy DaVinci 
Flying Pendulum Clock before his recent 
surgery, hoping to have something to build 
while in the hospital - NOT! It did serve as a 
quick build to get his hand back into 
modeling after he was home from his 
hospital stay. It was a simple assembly, and 
he did not paint it. It does work, after a 
fashion! It was a fun build and a great return 
to the hobby for him. 

Mark Natola says the 1/48th Airfix P-51D 
Mustang is a great kit, with lots of detail, and 
is a moderately difficult build. He spends a lot 
of time on the road, and this is his latest "road 
project."  He used Mr. Surfacer black, sanded 
the surface, and painted with a Tamiya spray 
can using Aluminum and Silver.  He prepped 
the painted surface with "Lint-free CVS 
Eyeglass Wipes," then applied the decals, 
which went down perfectly with just water. 

Show and Tell 
Many higher-resolution images can be found on the website!  
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Brent Morrison's 1/24th Revell 1970 Pontiac Firebird Trans Am was his first 
attempt at building a car model since he was a kid. He made a special mix of 
Tamiya paints to duplicate a friend's car. He had a few challenges in finishing, 
trying to get an acceptable quality with the paint job and applying his 
Hasegawa bare metal foil to certain areas. It was suggested that he trim it with 
a surgical blade instead of a normal blade. The decals came with the kit. 

Mac Johnston's 1/25th AMT/Round 2 1977 Ford 
Pinto is a replica of a car Mac's wife used to own. 
The chassis fit so poorly that Mac had to just about 
cut it off to make it fit. The body was okay. There is 
nothing in the engine bay except a block. He painted 
it with Jade Green paint from a rattle can and used 
automotive 2K clear as a finish coat. He also used 
Bare Metal Foil, washes, and aftermarket gauges 
and decals to finish his "out of the box" build. He 
was able to remove some oversprayed paint from 
the foil with a Q-Tip. 
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John Walker's 1/48th Tamiya Bf-109E-7 
was built from a derelict kit John 
purchased at the IPMS Nationals in 2023. 
The kit was in pieces and was missing the 
tail wheel, prop and back plate, the pitot 
tube, and other small parts. Then he had 
to reassemble the kit and touch up the 
paint and decals. The clear parts were 
covered in masking tape residue and 
needed extensive cleaning and repainting, 
which took three nights to do. 

John Walker presented his 1/72nd Airfix 
Spitfire Mk VB.  He added seat belts and 
decals from a Revell kit to model an aircraft 
flown by Squadron Leader Jan Zumbach 
from 303 Squadron in September of 1942. 
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Mark Woods said this 1/72nd Vespio Centurian Mk 5/1 is a great 
little kit with 3D printed and photo etch parts. This tank was used in 
Vietnam by the Australians. 

Bob Ferri built his 1/35th Trumpeter German 17cm Kanone 18 mostly 
"out of the box."  He added air lines to the limber and transport frame. 
The 401-piece kit was highly detailed with tons of small parts and 
over 500 rivets to "wash."  The wheels flopped around a bit, so he 
added a strut to line them up. He used AK True Metal Wax on the 
brass, which buffed up nicely and allowed free movement. Overall, a 
very good build. 
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Paul Lessard's 1/87th 
Roundhouse Guilford (MEC) 
50 ft box car was painted white 
and black.  Paul used Highball 
Graphics decals and heavily 
weathered the model.  Paul 
exclaimed that white was the 
worst color to paint a car with, 
as it always looked crappy.  
The corrugated doors held 
water and corroded badly in 
real use.  This 1970's car looks 
like it did in the 1990's. 

Paul Lessard's 1/87th Roundhouse R.F&P 50 ft ACE Boxcar was pre-
decorated and came in "Rail Box Yellow."  The real thing was built by 
the thousands.  These corrugated doors suffered from the same rust issue.  
Paul added cut levers to his model and highly weathered it. 
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Club Officers 

President 

Mac Johnston  

(603)359-0595 
Macatflandersandpatch

@hotmail.com 

Vice President - Social 

Media Coordinator 

 Jason Robidoux 

(603)674-4973 
Jason.Robidoux30@gm

ail.com 

Secretary 

Rodney Currier 

(603)726-3876 
Nickmatt2@roadrunner

.com 

Treasurer 

Rich Filteau 
(603)514-1604 

R.filteau@comcast.net 

Show Coordinator 

 John Rauscher 

  (603)315-0751 
JVR@gsinet.net 

Zoom Administrator 

Bob Ferri    
(603)547-7456 

Ferri@gsinet.net 

May 2026 Meeting Notes By Rod Currier 
General Meeting Notes: 

• Pete Davis returned in person after having heart surgery.  Welcome back, Pete! 

• Visitors this month: Sean O’Connell – Mainly a Sci-Fi and Horror builder, Andy Kitt – Builds 
anything; mainly cars, and Mark Woods – 1/72nd scale armor 

• John Cook had a photo published in the “Reader’s Gallery” section of FineScale Modeler on his 
Babylon 5 Starfury. 

• Jim Rondos had a photo published in the Auto Modeler Contest Issue 

• Member Paul Lessard attended the Northeast Prototype Modelers Convention at the Sheraton 
Monarch Hotel in Springfield, MA.  There were vendors, raffles, and clinics, including 4 clinics on 
weathering. Tony Koester from Model Railroader was there, along with another 200+ attendees. The 

show keeps growing! 
 

Board Meeting Notes: 

• We need to get the officers’ e-mail addresses on the website 

• We need a new address for contacting the club, as the current one still works, 
but we have no way of making changes or updating it if we have problems 

• We are looking into buying a sound system for the club for GraniteCon and 
other events.  We want a system with a wireless microphone and speakers. It should 
cost in the range of $300-$400 (revised to $600-$800) 

• The annual club picnic will be on August 16th, with a rain date of August 23rd. 
The Ferri’s have once again offered to host us at their house in Weare. 

• The club purchased a collection of models for our raffle through John 
Rauscher for $400 

• We have put down a deposit for 85 tables for GraniteCon.  This will give us 
35 tables for vendors and 2 for our B-17 display.  It also allows us to have 44 tables 
for contest display.  It was decided to buy “made-up” coffee to sell instead of renting a 
coffee maker or buying one.  This year’s show will still be at the Weare Middle 
School, but in the gymnasium (a much larger space) instead of in the cafeteria as in the 
past.  The aisles will be wider, making it easier to get around. 

• Time to sell trophy packs!  A regular award pack (Medals with ribbons) is 
$25.  Special awards (plaques) are $35 each. 

 

 

New Link for Club Apparel by John Rauscher 

Here's the link to our online store provided by our supplier at Stitches NH.  Most 
items were no longer available, so I picked out the best replacements they currently 
have to offer.  Please let me know if you need any changes or want to add anything 
else. 

 

Link: https://http-stitchesnh-com.printavo.com/merch/granitestatemodelers 

 

 

mailto:Macatflandersandpatch@hotmail.com
mailto:Macatflandersandpatch@hotmail.com
mailto:Jason.Robidoux30@gmail.com
mailto:Jason.Robidoux30@gmail.com
mailto:Nickmatt2@roadrunner.com
mailto:Nickmatt2@roadrunner.com
mailto:R.filteau@comcast.net
mailto:JVR@gsinet.net
mailto:Ferri@gsinet.net
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Newsletter Team 

Publisher 

Bob Ferri 

Content Editor 

Pete Davis 

granduck@aol.com 

Content 

Contributor/Distribution 

Rod Currier 

Content Contributors 

John Rauscher 

Rich Filteau 

Mac Johnston    

 

June Meeting Raffle Winners! 
Our meeting raffle winners were Bob Ingalls, Bob Ferri, Jim Moone, and Rod Currier. Congratulations to all! 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming Events of Interest 

August 5-8, 2026 – IPMS/USA National Convention 2026, Fort Wayne, IN 
 
September 27, 2026 – PatCon 2026; IPMS Patriot Scale Modelers; American Heritage Museum; Hudson, MA 
 
October 2, 2026 – ArmorCon 2026; NMMA (Northeast Military Modeling Association); Southbury, CT 
 
October 18, 2026 – GraniteCon 33; IPMS/Granite State Modelers Club; Weare, NH 
 
October 24, 2026 – Hudson Valley Scale Model Show; Hudson Valley Scale Modelers; Poughkeepsie, NY 
 
November 1, 2026 – BAYCON 2026; Bay Colony Modelers Club; Franklin, MA 

 

The Instruction Sheet Needs You! 

Members, we are constantly in need of newsletter content to keep our 3-time 
IPMS NE Region award-winning newsletter going strong!  We strive to put 
together an informative newsletter with some content that will enhance your 
modeling experience, inspire you, inform you, and make your modeling experience 
more enjoyable. 

This is your “Award Winning” newsletter, and we need your contributions, 
large or small!  It can be a kit or product review, a build review, a site visit, 
historical content, or even just a picture of your work or something you have seen 
of interest. We are also looking for tips, tricks, and hacks you use in your modeling 
that others may benefit from.  These can be just a few lines of text and an image or 
two. 

You can just provide the basic text and some images, and we can create the 
layout and polish the content for you.  Don’t be shy, there is a writer in each of 
us… Sometimes it takes a little effort for it to come out. 

Anyone in the club can submit their newsletter contribution to either Bob Ferri 
or Pete Davis for inclusion.  The next newsletter submissions for inclusion in the next issue are due by August 2, 

2026.  

The Newsletter Team 

mailto:granduck@aol.com
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Hobby Shop Directory 

These are the hobby shops that support us and our efforts year after year. Most give our club members 
discounts. They support our club contests, and stock the supplies and new kits we crave. Please support them! 

 

 
440 Middlesex Rd Tyngsboro, MA 01879 

For I.P.M.S. membership, go to 
MYIPMSUSA.org Membership page 

for details and membership forms 
 

 

  

 
Boomers Books & Empire Models & Molly Stark Bindery - 273 N Stark Hwy 

Weare, NH 03281 (603-529-5644) - BoomersBooks.net 
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Show And Tell Description Form 
 

We have generated a form for meeting Show and Tell descriptions.  This will give us the details needed to post 
in the newsletter, along with images of your models.  Ideally, you can print the page and cut out the form to use.  
We will also get it posted to the website for download.  Copies will be available at the meetings to fill out. 
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