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IPMS/GSMC meets for our general membership meeting on the third Monday night (4
th

 Monday in 

January and February) of each month from 7 PM to 9 PM at the Nashua Public Library, 2 Court 

Street Nashua, NH.  Visitors are welcome; Show and Tell and a kit raffle are held at each meeting. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
 

 

 

Hello Fellow Members 

Well, we seem to have been hit with a real winter lately and that means more possible building time.  Of 

course the snow removal has to be considered.  Our Show and Tells have had some great subjects and work 

showcased recently.  For me, the world of 3D printed models has been my focus.  There has been a variety of 

quality in the models I have purchased.  The cleanup has been the biggest issue. It has been an eye opener for me 

all the different amounts and ways to "mold" or support the work these kits.  But in general, the new world of this 

medium is very fascinating, at least to me. 

I would also like to explain the newest car class we are going to add to the show categories this year.  It will be 

called Day 2.  This class was added to the Classic Plastic show recently and fills a gap in the lower classes.  I like 

it and I think it will let other folks have a place to enter their cars.  For example, if you have let's say, a Mustang 

build, this covers the parts you can get on line or from a swap meet or show that can be bolted on  to your vehicle 

in two days, usually over a weekend.  Items like an aftermarket air cleaner, custom wheels and tires, dual exhaust, 

interior modifications and such are the focus of this class. We aren't talking painting, big engine swaps, or large 

item replacements as these usually are longer term processes.  This category is meant to fill a gap between 

showroom stock and custom kits. 

We are also looking ahead to the upcoming spring show season.  DowneastCon, Wings and Wheels, Amps, 

CAN-AM Con to mention a few.  We hope all those who enter will do well. 

So, in closing, all those folks who have to do the snow removal try not to hurt any of your model building body 

parts!!! 

See you at the next meeting safe and sound! 

Mac  

‘The Instruction Sheet’ 
IPMS / Granite State Modelers Club 

Monthly Newsletter 
 

Website: GraniteStateModelersClub.ORG 

Email: GraniteStateModelers@Gmail.com 

 Visit us on Facebook: Granite State Modelers Club / 

IPMS 

Meeting Reminders: February 24, 2025, March 17, 2025, April 21, 2025 

Weekly Zoom Build Sessions: Sunday, Monday (new) and Wednesdays 6-9pm;  

Saturday 1-4pm                     Zoom Meeting Link – GSMC Zoom Meeting 

http://granitestatemodelersclub.org/
mailto:GraniteStateModelers@Gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/91436116803?pwd=NTlPU2dLUVdLYnR4SzhGL3hQaHBvQT09#success
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Club Officers: 

President: Mac Johnston 

(603)359-0595 

macatflandersandpatch@hotmail.

com 

Vice President: Jason Robidoux 

(603)674-4973 

Jason.Robidoux30@gmail.com 

Secretary:  Rodney Currier 

(603)726-3876 

nickmatt2@roadrunner.com 

Treasurer:  Rich Filteau 

(603)514-1604 

r.filteau@comcast.net 

Newsletter Team: 

Content Editor - Pete Davis 

(603)759-2173 

granduck@aol.com 

Contributor - John Rauscher  

(603)315-0751 

JVR@gsinet.net 

Contributor/Distribution - Rod 

Currier 

Content Layout - Bob Ferri 

Zoom Administrator 

Bob Ferri    

(603)547-7456 

ferri@gsinet.net 

Social Media Coordinator 

VP Jason Robidoux 

January 2025 Meeting Notes By Pete Davis 

 President Mac Johnston pointed out that there were boxes in the back of the meeting room containing 

donated scenery materials (groundwork, building pieces, etc.), that the group was welcome to access and 

take home. 

 Show Coordinator John Rauscher confirmed we are ready to go with the school for the 2025 October 

GraniteCon.  We can now produce a flier and start getting it distributed at upcoming shows and events. 

 Newsletter Content Editor Pete Davis pushed for more articles for the newsletter.  We are low on content 

and need to have submissions in from members by the second Monday before our meeting.  Articles can 

be emailed to him. 

 Zoom Administrator Bob Ferri advised that the new Monday night build sessions are now in effect. 

 Treasurer Rich Filteau reported we had $221.19 in withdrawals and $11.99 in deposits during January. 

 Secretary Rod Currier mentioned we have been nominated for newsletter of the year again for 2024. He 

also reminded us that there is an IPMS scholarship available to family members of IPMS members. 

 Rod also stated that Double Play Hobbies in Milford NH is now doing a Sunday swap meet from 1-4pm 

on 3/30, 4/27 and continuing throughout the summer and fall. 

 We have been offered a Guillows Fokker tri plane model, if anybody in the group is interested in building 

it.  Rod will give that volunteer the contact information.  Let Rod know by email if you are interested.  

Some interest was shown by members present.  The owner of the kit will be 

in the area in April and can bring it with him at that time. 

 Vice President Jason Robidoux stated that he will be working on the 

website in the coming week, to continue the updating process. 

 President Mac Johnston mentioned we need to get the show flier 

finalized and ready to go.  Rod and Bob will work it out. He also advised he 

had finally contacted the two award winners from last year, who did not 

receive their medallions.  The medallions have now been sent out to them. 

 President Mac Johnston also mentioned that fliers for the Bay Colony 

and Can Am shows are now out.  We will again sponsor a trophy pack with 

them.  We will do the same with the Wings and Wheels show.  He and Lyn 

Cushman will work on this. 

 We will again display at the Hooksett Lions Club Model Train Show 

in April.  Pete and Mac have already volunteered to display again. 

 VP Jason Robidoux was asked about Go Daddy, and he will 

investigate. 

 Member Pat Wright has a lot of Rocco models and Airfix kits in bags 

he is looking to eliminate.  Most are already built.  He is looking to sell them. 

 Paul Lessard discussed the 2025 Amherst Valley Model Train Show.  

It was heavily attended, but traffic flow was easy, and parking convenient.  

They had over 27000 attendees this year. 

 VP Jason also brought up the idea of business cards, with our contact 

information on them, to hand out if members meet anyone interested in 

knowing more about us.  Treasurer Rich Filteau will research costs and report 

back. 

 John Rauscher advised he is still working on the coins. 

 Lyn Cushman had a large number of 1/35th scale figures with him 

that he made available to the membership at the meeting. 

 Mac Johnston mentioned that there will be an antique groomer show 

in Thornton NH February 22nd. 

 

mailto:macatflandersandpatch@hotmail.com
mailto:macatflandersandpatch@hotmail.com
mailto:Jason.Robidoux30@gmail.com
mailto:nickmatt2@roadrunner.com
mailto:r.filteau@comcast.net
mailto:granduck@aol.com
mailto:JVR@gsinet.net
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December Raffle Winners! 

Our meeting raffle winners were John Walker and Mac Johnston!   Congratulations! 

Mac wins!  The smiles are getting better for the Best Raffle Winner Smile picture! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming Events of Interest 

March 22, 2025 - RepLICon 32; Long Island Scale Model Society/IPMS; Freeport Recreation Center;  

Freeport, NY 

March 30, 2025 – ValleyCon 34; Wings and Wheels Modelers/IPMS; Knights Of Columbus; Chicopee, MA 

April 6, 2025 – BuffCon 40; IPMS/Niagara Frontier Chapter; The Knights Event Center; Cheektowaga, NY 

April 6, 2025 – DowneastCon 2025; Southern Maine Scale Modelers; Sanford Memorial Gym;  

Sanford, ME 

April 12, 2025 – CAN-AM Con 2025; IPMS/Champlain Valley; Williston Armory; Williston, VT 

April 27, 2025 – Hooksett Train Show; Crawley Middle School, Hooksett, NH 

May 15, 2025 – AMPS National, Penn Harris Hotel, Camp Hill PA 

August 6, 2025 – IPMS/USA Nationals Hampton Roads, VA 

September 28, 2025 – PatCon 2025 Hudson MA 

October 3, 2025 – ArmorCon Southbury, CT 

October 19, 2025 – GraniteCon 32; IPMS/Granite State Modelers; Weare Middle School; Weare, NH 

October 25, 2025 – Hudson Valley Scale Model Show 2025; Hudson Valley Scale Modelers; Elks Club Hall; 

Poughkeepsie, NY 

November 2, 2025 – BayCon 2025 Franklin, MA 
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Pete’s Ponderings By Pete Davis 

Anybody who has ever seen me on our club Zoom link has seen my workshop background.  Unlike 

many modelers, I do not have a nicely decorated space with painted walls, nice photos or posters, and a 

visually organized workspace.  My version of an area to build my models is way more complicated than 

that, but it suits my style of building. 

     I have an old oak desk that I bought fourth-hand years ago, for $35.00, when I needed one to set 

up my home office in the back of the house.  The previous owner had used it as a workbench in his 

garage, and it is pretty beat up, but I have still been able to use it easily both for work, and my space to 

assemble and detail whatever models I have currently in production.  The drawers stick, are heavy, and 

the center drawer needs to have a new tray and front built for it.  The top surface is pockmarked where 

the previous owner used it to hammer on things or try to bend them over a solid corner.  Some of the old 

veneer is also missing. 

The wall paper dates back to when the house was first built, over 70 years or so ago, and I have 

never taken the time to scrape it off and repair the plaster underneath.  The rest of the house, I should 

add, is reworked and more contemporary.  It is just this room that is dated, dingy, and unfinished. 

My shelves are cheap composite and are loaded to the gills with books, collectibles, cameras, and all 

sorts of stuff I like to have around to remind me of the many years I have spent here.  I began collecting 

cameras about forty years ago, so I have a couple of them on display there.   

My walls are covered with framed photos and images of railroading, dating back to my 40 year 

connection with a tourist railroad here in New Hampshire.  I also have professional certificates and 

graduation certificates from my courses in gun safety and management prominently displayed.  I also 

have a homemade paint rack or two mounted on the wall beside my desk, to allow me easy access to 

colors I may need to enhance my current projects. 

I have un-built kit boxes all over the place, evidencing all of my current build interests.  1/16th scale 

kits seem to be the biggest space eaters here right now, although I have airplane, armor, vehicles and 

science fiction offerings lined up for eventual production.  I also have some rolling drawer units to store 

my decals, miscellaneous kit parts, scenery materials and figure sets, just in case I develop a hankering 

to knock together a diorama or two. 

I have a card table in the center of the room loaded up with a mishmash of things, from larger tools 

to polishes, butcher paper for my wet palette, partially built models, and other random stuff.  I also have 

a sofa bed that seems to have become another location for kit storage and the like (this was originally 

supposed to be a bedroom, after all…). 

I keep all of my build supplies…tools, paint, tape, etc…in a roll-around rack near me for easy 

access.  I usually have whatever kit I am working on sitting on top of it.  My desk is littered with coffee 

cups full of knives, brushes, sanding sticks, scissors and pencils, and whatever I like to keep handy 

by…and also coffee, by the way. 

My lighting consists of an overhead fixture in the center of the ceiling and two LED lights on my 

desk…a bar light parallel to the desk front and a moveable desk lamp with another LED bulb for more 

focused illumination. 

All in all, there is a lot of visual chaos when you enter this room and it almost looks like a hoarder’s 

paradise.  But, I know where everything is, and it is organized to make my building as efficient as 

possible.  I am not out to impress anybody with my workroom housekeeping, but I do enjoy having 

everything I could need or want right where I can access it effectively.  And that is the whole point of 

having a dedicated space…to itself become a tool set up to help you achieve your goal.   

It is your space.  Create it the way it best works for you. 
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The Instruction Sheet Needs You! 

Members, we are constantly in need of newsletter content to keep our IPMS NE Region award winning 

newsletter going strong!  We strive to put together an informative newsletter, with some content that will enhance 

your modeling experience, inspire you, inform you and make your modeling experience more enjoyable. 

This is your newsletter and we need your contributions, large or small!  Be it a kit or product review, build 

review, site visit or historical content, or even just a picture of your work or something you have seen of interest.  

 We are also looking for tips, tricks and hacks you use in your modeling that others may benefit from.  These 

can be just a few lines of text and an image or two. 

You can just provide the basic text and some images and we can create the layout and polish the content for 

you.  Don’t be shy, there is a writer in each of us, sometimes it takes a little effort for it to come out.   

For those who choose to contribute. You can forgo any formatting, as that is done upon insertion into the 

newsletter layout.  We would appreciate writers using Times New Roman for a font and there is no need to add 

indents or line spacing, bolds or any other font enhancements.  Plain text is just fine.   

Anyone in the club can submit to either Pete Davis or Bob Ferri for inclusion.  They must be received 2 

weeks prior to our monthly Monday meeting date to appear in that issue. 

Thank you from the editorial team for The Instruction Sheet for your continued support. 

 

Picture Of The Month 
This month’s image comes from our own Rich Filteau.  If you have an image of interest to the members please 

submit your image to us.   
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Jim Rondos showed off his 1/25th scale 

Atlantis front engine dragster, based on the 

Kent Fuller F.E. car.  He used Scalefinishes 

Wineberry Pearl paint, Alclad Metal finishes, 

and Dspaie chrome. 

 

Jim Rondos’ second kit 

was a 1/25th scale 

Revell front engine 

dragster, based on the 

Tony Nancy 22jr F.E. 

car.  He painted it with 

Tamiya white primer 

and Fastcolor purple. 

 

Show and Tell 

Many higher resolution images can be found on the web site! 

 

  



The Instruction Sheet – Published Monthly by IPMS/Granite State Modelers Club – Feb 2025 

GSMC is a registered I.P.M.S. Chapter Based in New Hampshire - GraniteStateModelersClub.ORG  7 

 

Mac Johnston brought his 1/35th scale Vargas Christie SPG 

howitzer.  He built this out of box, adding a shift lever, 

shuttle clutch lever and steering linkage.  This gun was 

powered by a 60 HP engine.  Mac used Tamiya paint, oil 

washes, and MIG pigments to weather.  Steering was done 

with the three middle wheels on each side.  Little else is 

known about this vehicle. 

 

John Edge showed his 1/25th scale AMT 1968 

Camaro.  He added wiring to the motor, included 

photo etched components and used Turquoise Blue 

Metallic Scale Finishes paints.  He also included 

aftermarket seat belts and flooring.  He stripped and 

repainted the chrome as well. 
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Pete Davis displayed his 1/35th scale Ryefield 

Models Sd.Kfz. 234/2 Puma.  Overall, this was an 

enjoyable build.  The wheel assembly was finicky, 

so he ended up gluing them in place.  The breech 

end of the gun was under detailed, but there were 

lots of interior components to liven up the fighting 

compartment.  Pete used Tamiya paints and 

weathered with powders. 

 

John Rauscher has been 

working on a 1/35th scale 

Ryefield Tiger 131, to finish 

for the next AMPS themed 

event, AFRIKA.  He is 

working to replicate this tank 

between when it was captured 

and when it was moved to a 

British depot and modified.  He 

is super-detailing the interior 

with wiring, plumbing, ignition 

key, and engine detail.  He is 

thinking of mounting the hull 

top with magnets to allow 

viewing the interior. 
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Rod Currier provided his completed 1/48th scale Fine 

Molds D4Y3 Judy bomber, a radial engine version of 

the inline engine D4Y1/2.  The kit was decorated as 

seen in Yokosuka Japan in 1945.  The kit had no photo 

etch, was all plastic, and went together well, except for 

issues with the canopy.  Many of these were lost in the 

Marianas and Philippines during WW 2. 

 

Rich Filteau finished his 1/48th 

scale MiniCraft Grumman 

XF5F Skyrocket.  He built it 

out of box and used Tamiya 

paints.  He called this a nice 

build, but an ugly plane. 
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John Walker marked his 

1/72nd scale AZ Models 

Bulgarian BF109 E-3 with out 

of box decals.  Paints were 

Vallejo Model Air. 

 

John Walker continued his collection 

of 1/72nd scale BF109 models with 

four kits.  First was his Hobby Boss 

BF109-E-1 built out of box.  He used 

Vallejo Model Air paints and 

Superscale markings. 
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John Walker built his 

1/72nd scale Hasegawa 

BF109 E-7out of box.  

He used Vallejo Model 

Air paints and markings 

from the kit. 

 

John Walker changed 

up his display with a 

1/35th scale Tamiya 

Churchill Mk 8 CS 

conversion.  He based 

this on a Churchill 

Mark 7, raising up the 

turret a scale 4”, adding 

a 95mm howitzer from 

a Tamiya Centaur and 

made numerous 

revisions to the hull.  

He cobbled the figure 

together from Tamiya 

parts and used AK 

paint and AFV Club 

decals. 
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Paul Lessard showed a 1/87th 

scale Walthers flat car with an 

excavator load.  This was a 

ready to run Union Pacific 50’ 

car.  He revised the running 

gear and added the CAT 315C 

excavator.  He scratch built the 

load chocks and added plywood 

protection to the excavator 

windows. 

 

Paul Lessard had a 1/87th scale 

Walthers flat car with a scraper 

as its load.  It began as a ready 

to run Burlington Northern 50’ 

flat.  He rebuilt the running 

gear.  He weathered the scraper 

to look used.  These were 

shipped by rail to avoid dealing 

with permits.  He also added 

tie-down straps. 
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Frank Moore used a 1/35th scale Monogram M13 RA 

halftrack to create his psychological warfare vehicle with 

loud speaker.  He used Tamiya figures to detail the scene. 

 

Frank Moore let us see his 1/35th scale Monogram M3A1 

halftrack APC.  This build was a glue bomb rescue.  He 

added an eleven man R.Fk. squad and driver. 
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Frank Moore also had his 1/35th 

scale scratch built Pz.Kfw. ll-L he 

developed from an article in FSM 

Magazine.  The figure is from 

Academy 

 

GSMC Merchandise Ordering Site Available! 

The link below is available for everybody to order their GSMC logo clothing.  You can coordinate with 

John Rauscher, he would be happy to pick your order up in Concord and bring it to a meeting, or you can pay 

postage for shipping.          https://http-stitchesnh-com.printavo.com/merch/granitestatemodelers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Tip of the Month By Bob Ferri 

My other hobby is fly tying.  We use sharp pointed tools to apply 

head cement and such while tying.  To clean these pointy tools we 

put steel wool in a container and use it to poke the pointy tools into to 

clean off the tip and polish it.  This also works well with model 

building to keep your pointy tools clean by polishing the tweezers 

tips and glue applicators. 
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Hobby Shop Directory 

These are the hobby shops that support us and our efforts year after year. Most give our club members 

discounts. They support our club contests, and stock the supplies and new kits we crave. Please support them! 

Hobbies With A Twist, LLC - 1 Depot St Concord, NH (603-223-0132) 

 

 
440 Middlesex Rd Tyngsboro, MA 01879 

For I.P.M.S. membership, go to 

MYIPMSUSA.org Membership page 

for details and membership forms 

 

  

 
Boomers Books & Empire Models & Molly Stark Bindery - 273 N Stark Hwy 

Weare, NH 03281 (603-529-5644) - BoomersBooks.net 
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Show And Tell Description Form 
 

We have generated a form for meeting Show and Tell descriptions.  This will give us the details needed to post 

in the newsletter along with images of your models.  Ideally, you can print the page and cut out the form to use.  

We will also get it posted to the web site for download.  Copies will be available at the meetings to fill out. 

 

 

 
     

 

 


